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MIRAGE Concerto for Cello and Orchestra
(2019-2025)

Andrea Casarrubios's MIRAGE Concerto for Cello and Orchestra traces a four-
movement arc between struggle and resolution. Written in three stages between
Los Angeles, New York, and Chicago, the final version of this work received its
premiere in April 2025 with the Charlotte Symphony Orchestra, featuring
Casarrubios as soloist under Christopher James Lees.

The opening movement, Mirage, evokes desert landscapes through music that
shifts between disorientation and solitude. Like heat distorting the horizon, the
material oscillates in waves, building toward a hypnotic, almost delirious dance.
The orchestral textures seem to dissolve into space itself, creating an enveloping
sonic environment. The intimate, crystalline second movement, Mensajes del
agua serves as an oasis of renewal for performers and listeners alike. The
subsequent Cadencia unleashes accumulated tensions in an exhilarating dialogue
between soloist and ensemble, preparing the ground for the work's final
transformation. A sense of liberation leads into the final movement, Marcha, the
most expansive of the work; a turning point at which the cello combines the
intensity and wisdom acquired throughout the piece and ascends toward a
triumphant summit.

History Behind the Three Versions

One of the most unique features of this concerto is its bold “choose-your-own-
ending” concept — the work has had three distinct finales, each adapting to
different programming ideas. The first version of this concerto was premiered
in 2019 by the composer alongside conductor Rubén Fernandez at the National
Auditorium in Madrid. The second version debuted in 2021 in the United
States with the Indianapolis Symphony Orchestra, cellist Thomas Mesa, and
Maestro Jacob Joyce, paired with the music of John Williams. The most recent
version, expanded into four movements, was premiered by Charlotte
Symphony Orchestra in 2025, conductor Christopher James Lees, and the
composer as the solo cellist. The program included Manuel de Falla’s El
Sombrero de Tres Picos and Claude Debussy’s La Mer.

Instrumentation

2 Fl, 1 Ob, 2 Cl, 2 Bsn, 2 Hn, 2 Tpt, 2 Tbn, 1 Tuba, Timp, 2 Perc,
Harp, Piano, Strings (recommended count 8-8-8-6-4), Solo Cello

Duration: ca. 20 min



MIRAGE Concierto para Violonchelo y Orquesta

(2019-2025)

El Concierto para violonchelo y orquesta MIRAGE de Andrea Casarrubios es
una obra en cuatro movimientos que se presenta como una danza entre el
esfuerzo y la recompensa. Escrito durante tres etapas vitales en Los Angeles,
Nueva York, y Chicago, esta nueva version es estrenada en abril de 2025 por
Charlotte Symphony Orchestra con Andrea Casarrubios como solista invitada,
junto al director Christopher James Lees.

El primer movimiento, Mirage, evoca los vastos paisajes desérticos. Como el
aire caliente que distorsiona el horizonte, la mfusica oscila entre la
desorientacion y la soledad, transformandose en una danza delirante,
vertiginosa, casi hipnoética. En este comienzo de espejismos, la textura sonora
parece fundirse con el espacio, creando una atmosfera absorbente. El segundo
movimiento, Mensajes del agua, ofrece un contraste de serenidad y quietud. La
intima y delicada orquestacién proporciona un oasis de contemplacion,
brindando un momento de renovacion tanto para los intérpretes como para el
publico. A medida que se despliega la Cadencia, el violonchelo solista y los
miembros de la orquesta se entregan a un didlogo estimulante y liberador,
donde las tensiones acumuladas preparan el terreno para una transformacion
hacia la emocion en su forma mas pura y expansiva. Finalmente, el Gltimo
movimiento, Marcha, aparece como el momento més inmenso del concierto.
Casarrubios lleva la obra hacia una cima triunfante, donde la musica no solo
representa un esfuerzo personal y colectivo, sino también un ascenso hacia la
sabiduria adquirida a lo largo del viaje. Este momento es una explosion de
energia y emocion que lleva a la obra a su grandiosa culminacion.

Instrumentacion

2 Flutes, 1 Oboe, 2 Clarinets, 2 Bassoons 2 Horns, 2 Trumpets, 2 Trombones, 1
Tuba, Timpani, 2 Percussion, Harp, Piano,
Strings (8-8-8-6-4), Solo Cello

Duracion: ca. 20 min
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MIRAGE

Concerto for cello and orchestra (2019-2025)

Andrea Casarrubios (* 1988)

I. Mirage
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Clarinet (A)

Bassoon
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Trumpet (C)

Trombone

Tuba

Timpani

Percussion 1

Percussion 2

Harp

Piano

Violoncello
Solo

Violin 1

Violin 2

Viola

Violoncello

Double Bass
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